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GRAMMAR HINTS

 
This form is sometimes referred to as the passive tense. At the junior high school level, we are 

only concerned with the present tense and past tense of the passive voice.

passive voice
 

In English the uses of the passive voice are fairly specialized: the passive voice is usually used 

when the action (what is done, what was done, what has to be done) is more important than 

the person(s) doing the action. Consider these examples:

Reporting stories in the news:

A man was seen running away....

Historical reports:

A new store was opened in 1923.

Event newsletters:

A new highway will be opened in the summer.

Giving instructions:

First, the top is opened with a size 10 wrench.

In Japanese, the passive voice is much more common in speech. A very good example of 

this is in a simple children’s game like dodgeball. As you try and dodge the ball, you will 

eventually get hit at which time (in English) you might say something like:

Ah, you got me!

But in Japanese, the most likely utterance would be:

Ah, yarareta!

The ~rareta ending is a passive construction in Japanese - in this case, it means ‘(I) was done.’

So, perhaps due to the grammatical structure being so important in Japanese, quite a lot of 

emphasis is placed upon the passive voice at junior high school. Unfortunately due to this 

diff erent usage in the two languages then, we do tend to get  examples that sound strange to 

native English speakers. The old, ‘it may be grammatically correct but we just wouldn’t say 

that...’ comes to the fore here.

As an ALT, we can best assist the students and the teachers by providing realistic examples. 

Do not forget that in order to pass their high school tests, our students will have to be able to 

recognize and manipulate grammatically correct sentences, regardless of whether or not native 

English speakers would use them.

Passive Voice

English is spoken here.
He was born in 1975.
I was given this camera by my uncle.

ukemi
（受け身）
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passive voice
  

statements

Per Student: 1 worksheet from J3-4 ‘Listen and Go Read.’
Per Class: 6 to 12 sheets of A4 paper with passive sentences   

 written on them, pictures illustrating people or things  
 from those sentences, tape, 6 pieces of chalk.

Divide the blackboard into six sections, one for each row of desks in the classroom. Give the fi rst 

student in each row a piece of chalk. Tell the students this is a writing relay. Each student must come 

to the board and write one past participle, then pass the chalk to the next student. The row with the 

most correctly spelled participles is the winner. Each participle can only be used once.  

Use the pictures or photos you have brought to engage the students’ interest. Hold up each picture, 

and ask if the students can identify the person/thing, and see what information they can provide you 

about the picture.

Use this opportunity to introduce any new vocabulary students will need to complete the main activity 

in Step 3, below.  Ask the students a few simple questions using the new vocabulary so they have a 

chance to practice them before attempting to use them in the main activity.

ALT: What are onigiri made from?
Students: Onigiri are made from rice.

 
For the main activity, prepare six to 12 passive question and answer pairs. The examples provided 

below all use a food theme, but your examples need not be related. Write each answer on a separate 

sheet of A4 paper. Keep two copies of the questions, one for yourself and one for the JTE.

Here is an example set of questions and their respective answers:

1. What is tofu made from?   Tofu is made from soy beans.
2. Where were potatoes fi rst grown?  Potatoes were fi rst grown in America.
3. What is wine made from?   Wine is made from grapes.
4. When was Coca Cola fi rst sold?  Coca Cola was fi rst sold in 1886.
5. When was the fi rst McDonald’s opened? The fi rst McDonald’s was opened in 1948.
6. Who were Cup Noodles invented by?  Cup Noodles were invented by Momofuku Ando.

Divide the students into groups of about six students. Give each student a copy of the Listen and Go 

Read worksheet. Give each student a number from one to six, or allow them to choose for themselves. 

Tell them they must go to one of the teachers to receive their question. They must then fi nd the 

answer on one of the sheets of A4 paper. They may not take notes. They must remember both the 

question and the answer. Then they return to the group and inform the other group members of the 

answer. All members of the group write it down. Do an example with the JTE.

JTE: Question one, please.
ALT: OK. What is tofu made from?
JTE: (Goes and looks at the papers while repeating)What is tofu made from, what is tofu... Aha! (Re-

turns and makes a show of writing down the answer)

When all members have written down the answer, they bring all their sheets for you to check. If every 

member of the group has written the correct sentence, the number two student can receive the next 

question. The fi rst group to get the answers to all  the questions is the chamption.

Have the students create one or two sentences using the vocabulary they have learned in Section 2 of 

the worksheet.
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Listen and Go Read!

1 Listen to the question! Find and read the answer! Write the answer in the 
box. Tell everyone in your group.

2 It‛s your turn! Write some original sentences.

Name: ______________________________________ Class :___ - ___ No. ____

1

3

2

4

6

5

Checked by
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INDEX

ability  J1-53
adjectival complement  J3-15
adjectival use of infi nitive  J2-31
adjectives: with be  J1-3
adverbial use of infi nitive  J2-31
already: present perfect tense  J3-21
am: be verb  J1-3
appearance  J2-13
are: be verb  J1-3
are there ~: existence  J2-53
as ~ as: comparison  J2-63
ask s.o. to do s.t.  J3-33

be going to: future tense  J2-19
be verb: am/is/are  J1-3
be verb: was/were  J2-3
best: comparison  J2-63
better: comparison  J2-63

can J1-53
complement  J3-15
comparison  J2-63
compulsion  J2-45

describing appearance  J2-13
desire: want to  J2-31
direct objects  J2-25

easy to do s.t.: infi nitives  J3-11
easy for s.o. to do s.t.: infi nitives  J3-11
~ed verbs: simple past tense  J1-63
~er than: comparison  J2-63
~est: comparison  J2-63
existence  J2-53
experience: present perfect tense  J3-21

for/since: present perfect tense  J3-21

has  J1-25
have  J1-25
have to: compulsion  J2-45
have you ever ~: present perfect tense  J3-21
he: pronoun  J1-13
her: pronoun  J1-13
hers: pronoun  J1-13
him: pronoun  J1-13
his: pronoun  J1-13

homework to do: infi nitives  J2-31

I: pronoun  J1-13
imperatives  J1-47
indirect objects  J2-25
infi nitives J2-31, J3-11 

easy/diffi  cult to do s.t.  J3-11

easy/diffi  cult for s.o. to do s.t.  J3-11

in order to do s.t.  J2-31

things to do  J2-31

want to  J2-31

~ing: past progressive tense  J2-3
~ing: present progressive tense J1-57
irregular verbs: simple past tense  J1-63
is: be verb  J1-3
is there ~: existence  J2-53
it: pronoun  J1-13
its: pronoun  J1-13

just: present perfect tense  J3-21

looks: appearance  J2-13

mine: pronoun  J1-13
must: compulsion  J2-45
my: pronoun  J1-13

noun complement  J3-15
noun infi nitive  J2-31
not yet: present perfect tense  J3-21

objects: direct/indirect  J2-25
our: pronoun  J1-13
ours: pronoun  J1-13

participles as adjectives: J3-39
passive tense  J3-3
passive voice  J3-3
past participle

participles as adjectives  J3-39

passive voice  J3-3

tenses: present perfect  J3-21

past tense:simple  J1-63
past tense: was/were  J2-3
personal pronouns  J1-13
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possession  J1-25
possessive pronouns  J1-13
prepositions of location  J1-39
present participle: as adjective  J3-39
present perfect tense  J3-21
present progressive tense  J1-57
present tense:  have  J1-25
present tense: third person ‘s’  J1-33
pronouns, personal  J1-13
pronouns, possessive  J1-13
purpose: to do s.t.  J2-31

reduced relative clauses  J3-39
regular verbs: simple past tense  J1-63
relative pronouns

nominative case  J3-47

objective case  J3-57

she: pronoun  J1-13
simple past tense  J1-63
since: present perfect tense J3-21
superlatives: comparison  J2-63
SVOC: complements  J3-15
SVOO: indirect objects  J2-25

tell s.o. to do s.t.:  J3-33
tenses

future tense  J2-19

passive voice  J3-3

past tense  J1-63

past progressive  J2-3

present habitual tense  J1-25, J1-33

present perfect tense  J3-21

present progressive tense  J1-57

present tense: have  J1-25

present tense: third person ‘s’  J1-33

simple future tense  J2-19

simple past tense  J1-63

that
denominator  J1-3

relative pronoun: nominative case  J3-47

relative pronoun: objective case  J3-57

their: pronoun  J1-13
theirs: pronoun  J1-13
them: pronoun  J1-13
there is/are: existence  J2-53
they: pronoun  J1-13
things to do: infi nitives  J2-31
third person ‘s’  J1-33
this : denominator J1-3

us: pronoun  J1-13

voice, passive  J3-3

want s.o. to do s.t.:  J3-33
want to: infi nitives  J2-31
was: past tense of be verb  J2-3
we: pronoun  J1-13
were: past tense of be verb  J2-3
which

rel. pronoun: nominative case  J3-47

rel. pronoun: objective case  J3-57

who: rel. pronoun nominative case J3-47
will: future tense  J2-19

you: pronoun  J1-13
your: pronoun  J1-13
yours: pronoun  J1-13
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